rug
M

P 7%

28 WM WD
P, L7 "4

THE

JEBEL
LADO

PROJECT

BLOCAL

I JEBEL LADO PROJECT: Area farmers are asked to donate older equipment to help Sudanese grow more food

Farm machinery sought for Sudan

BY JENNIFER O'BRIEN
jobrien@lfpress.com

A London business guru with a
heart for Southern Sudan has
turned to this area’s farming
community for help with his
cause.

Dave Tennant, the driving force
behind the Canadian Economic

Development Assistance for on the land, but all farming

Southern Sudan (CEDASS), is
asking farmers to check their
fields and behind their barns for
old machinery that could help
produce much needed food in

udan.

“They needed food before the
latest food crisis and with the
technology and science and
methodology we have in Canada,
we could start a training farm and
the Sudanese could grow their

venture, which he says was built

easier, more practical way to help
the Sudanese get back on their feet
after a 20-year civil war left thou-
sands of kilometres of arable land
untouche
ight now, individuals and
families do maintain small crops
N is
done by hand, said Tennant. With
some machinery, he and his
CEDASS team think local commu-
nities in Jebel Lado would be able
to produce fruitful crops in an
at was once the “brea
Ket of Sudan.”

Here is a country where
starvation is the norm,
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WHERE IS JEBEL LADO?

Jebel Lado is about 20 kilometres, or 1.5 hour drive on very rough roads north of the city of Juba.
It is approximately about 2 kilometers from the Nile.

WHAT IS THE JEBEL LADO PROJECT?>
The Jebel Lado Project is a joint initiative between CEDASS, the Government of Southern Sudan
and the tribes living in the Jebel Lado area. The goal of the project is to bring mechanized farming

to the area and most importantly, to teach the local tribes how to farm the land for themselves for
the benefit of the people of Southern Sudan using modern day, mechanized equipment like tractors,
cultivators, planters and combines. With proper food production comes better nutrition and less
reliance on importing.

WHAT IS GROWN IN SOUTHERN SUDAN?
Even though there are immensely vast, unused lands with fertile soil in much of Southern Sudan,

WHY IS THE AREA CALLED JEBEL LADO?

Jebel means “mountain.” Lado means “first born.” A small mountain range gives the entire area its
name Jebel Lado.

FACT SHEET

WHAT CAN BE GROWN IN SOUTHERN SUDAN?
The soil allows a multitude of crops to grow. In many parts of Africa, a cereal called “sorghum” is the
main staple. It grows and looks a lot like corn or wheat. You harvest and grind the grain to make a
basic porridge. The soil will allow farmers to grow Sorghum, soybeans, vegetables and even corn.

The Government of Southern Sudan has given CEDASS permission to work with the local tribes to
develop and operate a mechanized farming operation on 1,000 acres of a potential 20,000 acres in
what is referred to as the Jebel Lado area. Of that initial 1,000 acres, 250 acres were cleared and
farmed before the war. The Project will focus on those cleared acres for the first mechanized crop.

are no mechanized, working farms in operation. All food is currently imported from Uganda and Kenyal
The land is not farmed now on a large scale. Families work individually or in groups to plant, harvest

and mill a couple of rows of sorghum by hand beside their mud huts. They can never grow enough to
feed their families.
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selves, their families and, eventu-
ally, the neighbouring city of

is supportive of the
project, said Amedeo Awai, who

sits on the board of CEDASS.
“Agriculture is the main focus

Juba. in that area and they have been  Dayid Tens
“1 know nothing about farm-  cultivating their crops using old- irector
ing,” said Tennant. “But I know " Develop)
anada’s economy started with  Awai, who grew up near Jebel  gout 6y,
agriculture.” Lado in the region of Juba. Rob Boye

CEDASS hopes to raise another “People will be receptive  goo Vel
300,000, just to get the training  because, after all, this is to teach ar
farm started by next them and let them adapt to new ~ WOrKIng

But the greatest call is for used  ways of focusing on agriculture,  Projectin
equipment such as tr: That will be a good thing.” v

‘The Southern Sudanese CoMMU- 10w i i Eree Press money fo

‘multiculturalism reporter.
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By BEN BENEDICT
‘The Londoner

Londoners seem determined to
change the world. That was the
underling message, deliberate or
not, at a recent fundraising din-
ner in support of the Jebel Lado
Project. The project is a joint ini-
tiative between the Canadian
Economic Development Assis-
tance for South Sudan (CEDASS),
the government of Sudan and the
tribes living in the Jebel Lado area
outside the city of Juba.

Organizers raised $50,000 at
Iast year's event and are hopeful
that figure will be matched again
this year. However, it will require
much more support to get the
initiative operational.

David Tennant St, president of
the Hampton Group and execu-
tive director of CEDASS, has

ecome a principle driver behind
this initiative.

“Africa has always held a fasci-
nation for me. I called Glen Pear-

ToDAY’S

FARMER

Eeprvirg Fosen CASiFrs Kear | arroimt, Aadfan & Figs Coomied

Today's Farmer

W wur?

How do you rebuild a country's whose
esntmamy Beis e destroved by s 21-year civ-

Tobar's

FARMER

B Powmn Tharmaem bion | poomss Mosoa: & e Maemn

The Sudaness onc el e
e i 4 na el disastey s rpdeal S
purisdiribopn whess ciiibns buve gone
Sungry Agriraiurs bornoss 2 prorEy
Theat's whesll Rkt Rayer arsd & Lan
deabinel afganiialion Saceeed is
Wik b o iy il e Al il .
I merling with gremmont offiiali
icprrsTampes ol tle anidi Ko
i Fivnlen smiat ance Lir S Sadur,
(CTOASN} foord Ol @ Sodeses post
war apsergency Il plares agricuBare a
thrirel in pestance.
T o b i sl v by s o s,
Vsl e ity il st il sreibel
CEIASS S Bkt i 15 g sLan 50
rultoes i (e Sudan, whicl b been di
bk mnd devast ated by 4 cndllwar ifals
st for 21 ko prarn. The anjariestion
s B Lhuad, e U rongion's ol
o iy . “orvmabuinalicd o
| (b Bl i oo amable 46
U, They Bur bovn imgait
gl |0 1 Vel e, il dhar el
i W 3 e W
el U W romhd Pl o
e gl ord operatane e e st
b rraamiry o wers kifiesd
Thee Lunal s im ply el brasromi
Wint s srmariable setaphor for Cans

[EE Vi)
e, Al enepanie greed

Lessons from the Sudan

Pt ol ik sl b
e Proadior ] of Uasdi s
el evigabat i, whichi
e T E ]
Wity | alko faad
fiems o b labelled an

Amarg Mt palkarals, Practuant ¥ ands evnif
we'sr kasboag war ahdliey (o 1 fosd [ Loy rasm s
pralon seme crope, sl oo elawhere 5o bty
abssrd b fone oar el e B o e s (sl
cletry in growing sthers valis arigiasies rem

An ruamgle i i L Cansla — thal dosany
e it abustay, Wi i mereumariy sl The
wulfering 1 ko of & eain Bl — b Prodart of
b i i 1 Niagars e oy bkl s pormitioed.
on. I e st swaping plant ol B fge. The rogulsion s misdesding and ds
i Oivtrls, sl s, b pmnions At s g, ] parvminion 8 vl g s
Erwaers, for ecample, el with- & a, ey o i — i
il L e U et Ll crop. Ticsre: Tt mrveis — would pay o b

Wl b i o Uil i, i i ey e P Uiy Bl i Ly e sl
ardbedd by R Amardn et the kel Dhat i1 waa boal

ke il wedea Rty L s been e
iered o (b decaies will everssally
vk ] e, el rorvsers. il B e

it e g o vl bt rsnd] s tes ry
Fros, Clisa, Thar Sadlarmrns

By e adbsntion, b e i Wil [t can e L
U everamend of Senles ran

Thersr s s i £ o ol e i it i
eatin, | wippn, b b e

Ty s ran] regponse s
e el Bkt e e | ol g, i s
bl rracioe vhew of e Canadian ksl by

st thal
I i, wred vhil

o mation’s ability (o feed meell fan e

Degtim an agriceliural eperalion
Their first Bardle was o oblalming the
bl — b [Basne 5 i sl Chirg /s pri
walely-held ke inSodan
=All the lund & owied by the giwemimed,
and that's borause the Sudanese ghe vory

years ago with my church and |
had no idea what I was going to
do there,” Mr. Tennant says.
“When I got off the plane it was
like going back 1,000 years.”

As a business leader, Mr. Ten-
nant says there was a Canadian
business model that would work

rica.

“As an entrepreneur | was look-
ing at humanitarian aide through
economic development. 1 literally

s About The Business of Farming

London group working to
grow Sudan’s food potential
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stumbled upon gum arabic (a
gum produced by various African
trees and used as a thickener and
stabilizer). This year we'll ship
1,000 metric tonnes to the sec-
ond largest processor in the
world. The deal is that the pro-
ceeds will go back into the proj-
ect,” Mr. Tennant says.

mechanized farming operation in
southern Sudan. It is bringing
together Canadian farmers, farm
associations, businesspeople and
worldwide agricultural organiza-
tions to teach the Sudanese how
to plant, grow and harvest larger
crops to feed themselves, their
families and, eventually, the

‘Thelieve in what they

are doing and I believe
it’s very important for

Londoners to support

this.”

“I've been there 12 times since
2005 and the thing that amazes
me is that they have all this
arable land, but they're starving. I
started thinking in terms of
Canada, which was built upon
agriculture so we hit upon the
idea of a research farm. There are
a lot of opportunities in the
south Sudan, but agriculture is
he most accessible. It will need
money, time and expertise. We've
brought together an amazing
team and developed a business
plan based on sustainability that
will bring success. We're doing
everything possible including
having applicd for charitable
non-profit status.”

As the only project of its kind
in the world, the Jebel Lado Pro-
ject aims to establish the first

ity of Juba.

“Our first phase is $300,000 to
400,000 to start planting for
next March. It won't be easy, but
we're going to try. I think we
have an obligation to give back
and Londoners and Canadians do
it in spades. I am truly blessed,”
Mr. Tennant says.

a member of
CEDASS, owner of ON Communi-
cation Inc. in London and a long-
time farmer here in Ontario.

“The purpose of our last visit
was to figure out the growing sea-
sons, test the soil, look at options
for irrigation and determine the
best equipment to use. With help
from local farmers here in
Ontario and agricultural organi-
zations worldwide, there’s no rea-
son they can't be planting their
first crop next March,” Mr. Boyer
says. “Our objective is to feed and
aid the southem Sudanese by cre-
ating an economy that will allow
them to be self-sufficient. We're
starting from scratch. We're look-
ing for donations either mone:
or food. They need everything
and anything.”

Allan Ssemugenyi is a Ugandan
working with the Child Life Net-

BEN B
Ken Kalopsis (left), Jeff Lang, Jack Wilkinson, Dave Tennant Sr. and Rob Boyer presented the Jebel Lado Project to 325 Londoners at an April 22 fundrais|

These Londoners are trying to change the wo

work International helping chil-
dren traumatized by

AIDS. His wife Michelle sang the
national anthem during the
recent fundraising dinner and he
had this to say about the Jebel
Lado Project.

“I believe in what they are
doing and I believe it's very
important for Londoners to sup-
port this. When you support an
organization like this it goes
directly to support the local peo-

‘When people get moti-
vated around a prob-
lem, others will collec-
tively get solved.”

ple” Mr. Ssemugenyi says.

Jack Wilkinson is president of
the International Federation of
Agricultural Producers who, upon
completing his term of office this
June, will be joining the Jebel

addressing the 350 Londoners in

Mr. Wilkinson
described the Jebel Lido Project
as, “a program and philosophy
that will change the world,” and,
“the best opportunity in genera’
tions.”

Mr. Wilkinson outlines the
importance of this project and
the causes behind the current
worldwide food crisis.

“For a number of years what

has plagued the worl
cost grains. Its not gof
ers in developing cou
because grain was bei
at a price lower th
farmers could produc
that were cuts to
supports by the Worl
Fund and the W
resources and infrastry
ing,” Mr. Wilkinson s
“assistance to agri
been going backws
cars. Then 18 mor|
Europe the farm prl
dropped with a decre

Canadian agricultul
were told to find new}
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2015 with a lot of
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perfect sense from a

ew.

“Short time later t
back to back in Austr
problems in the Un|
and Europe and th
evaporated at the sam|
was an increase in d
Asia. We're now in
that has shown how|
food system is now.”
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Ontario group looks to get
Sudanese farmers back on the land
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