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Price for a litre of regular
gasoline yesterday
at three
London-area
locations:
Canadian Tire
(1063 Talbot St.,
St. Thomas) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.235
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MORE: Get the latest
gas-price survey at
noon.
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BY JENNIFER O’BRIEN
jobrien@lfpress.com

A London business guru with a
heart for Southern Sudan has
turned to this area’s  farming 
community for help with his
cause.

Dave Tennant, the driving force
behind the Canadian Economic
Development Assistance for
Southern Sudan (CEDASS), is
asking farmers to check their
fields and behind their barns for
old machinery that could help 
produce much needed food in
Sudan.

“They needed food before the
latest food crisis and with the
technology and science and
methodology we have in Canada,
we could start a training farm and
the Sudanese could grow their
own food,” he said.

Tennant is the first to admit he
doesn’t know much about farm-
ing. But he knew enough to catch
the terrible irony when he came
upon Jebel Lado, a region along
the Nile River.

“I always think of one boy, he
had no clothes on and his hair was
reddish . . . from malnutrition and
he was fishing by the Nile for food.
They have nothing.

“Here is a country where starva-
tion is the norm, where the depen-
dency on food supply is met by
international donors and yet it’s a
country that has a tremendous
amount of arable land,” said 
Tennant, who has made several
visits to the African country since
he first travelled there on a volun-
teer mission with Glen Pearson
and Jane Roy in 2005.

He and his wife had been
searching for ways to give back to
the world and Tennant said that
visit gave him a purpose.

He started CEDASS with a 
personal investment of $100,000
and other Londoners contributed
$50,000. They created and invested
in the Southern Sudanese Gum
Co., 51 per cent owned by four
community leaders in the Sudan.
He is still involved with the gum

venture, which he says was built
on mostly his own money, but 
setbacks sent him searching for an
easier, more practical way to help
the Sudanese get back on their feet
after a 20-year civil war left thou-
sands of kilometres of arable land
untouched.

Right now, individuals and 
families do maintain small crops
on the land, but all farming is
done by hand, said Tennant. With
some machinery, he and his
CEDASS team think local commu-
nities in Jebel Lado would be able
to produce fruitful crops in an
area that was once the “breadbas-
ket of Sudan.”

Last year, Tennant took
London-area farmer and busi-
nessperson Rob Boyer to the
region and Boyer tested the soil
and researched the area for farm-
ing potential.

“It’s along the Nile, the soil is
quite fertile and history shows
this area was quite a breadbasket
at one time,” said Boyer. “I’m very
optimistic in terms of what can be
grown there. . . . We can make a
difference there, but we just need
to do some Canadian-style farming
practices.”

CEDASS is also seeking corpo-
rate investments and working on
a deal with a Canadian seed 
company, Tennant said.

The government has identified
the need for sustainable agricul-
ture as its third top priority, after
security and health for its people.

Tennant spoke to government
officials and tribal leaders, whom
he said agreed to let CEDASS use
1,000 acres for a training farm
designed to grow crops and teach
locals about farming.

So the Jebel Lado project was

born, with a goal to establish the
first mechanized farming opera-
tions in Southern Sudan. 

“It’s a big call to action,” said
Boyer. “What Canadian farmers
have outgrown, used maybe 60 or
70 years ago, we are looking for
that type of machinery . . . older
used machinery.”

Through the project, Tennant
hopes to bring together Canadian
farmers and business and agricul-
tural associations to teach the
Sudanese how to plant, grow and
harvest larger crops to feed them-

selves, their families and, eventu-
ally, the neighbouring city of
Juba.

“I know nothing about farm-
ing,” said Tennant. “But I know
Canada’s economy started with
agriculture.”

CEDASS hopes to raise another
$300,000, just to get the training
farm started by next March.

But the greatest call is for used
equipment such as tractors.

The Southern Sudanese commu-
nity in London is supportive of the
project, said Amedeo Awai, who

JEBEL LADO PROJECT: Area farmers are asked to donate older equipment to help Sudanese grow more food

Farm machinery sought

Here is a country where
starvation is the norm,

where the dependency on food
supply is met by international
donors, and yet it’s a country
that has a tremendous
amount of arable land.
Dave Tennant, the driving force behind
the Canadian Economic Development
Assistance for Southern Sudan

More information
For more information on the Jebel
Lado project, including a list of needs,
please see www.cedass.org.
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for Sudan
BY JOHN MINER

jminer@lfpress.com

Two young men were taken to
hospital after separate stabbings
in London late Friday night and
early yesterday.

In the first incident, a 23-year-
old man was found in the Grand
Avenue and Carfrae Crescent
area about 11 p.m. with a stab
wound to his abdomen.

He was transported to hospital,
where he underwent surgery for
non-life-threatening injuries.

A male suspect was located
near the scene and arrested.

About three hours later, in the
early hours yesterday, a 19-year-
old was stabbed at a residence on
Thurman Circle. He was
wounded in the torso and had
other non-life-threatening
injuries, police said.

Police said the man was

stabbed when a fight broke out
after a group of unwanted guests
were asked to leave a large house
party.

While the injuries in both stab-
bings weren’t particularly seri-
ous, they could have been, said
Const. Blair Harvey.

“In any of these cases they are
all millimetres away from being
homicides. That is the thing that
is troubling. Any time you start
sticking knives into people, it is a
miracle people aren’t more seri-
ously injured,” he said.

Both stabbings involved groups
of people consuming alcohol and
carrying on, Harvey said.

“These things sometimes get
out of control.”

Police ask anyone with infor-
mation about the stabbings to
contact them at 519-661-5670 or
Crime Stoppers.

John Miner is a Free Press reporter.

City police investigate 
two separate stabbings

CRIME

Victim was Seaforth resident
TRAFFIC FATALITY

KEN WIGHTMAN
kwightman@lfpress.com

David Tennant, executive
director of Canadian Economic
Development Assistance for
South Sudan (CEDASS), left,
Rob Boyer, Amedeo Awai of
Sudan and Jeff Lang are all
working to make the Jebel Lado
project in South Sudan a 
success. Organizers are raising
money for new or used farm
machinery to send to the Sudan.

sits on the board of CEDASS.
“Agriculture is the main focus

in that area and they have been
cultivating their crops using old-
fashioned instruments,” said
Awai, who grew up near Jebel
Lado in the region of Juba.

“People will be receptive
because, after all, this is to teach
them and let them adapt to new
ways of focusing on agriculture.
That will be a good thing.”

Jennifer O’Brien is Free Press 
multiculturalism reporter.

Juba

Khartoum

EGYPT

ERIT.

ETH.

LIBYA

CHAD

C.A.R.

CONGO UGA. KEN.

R
ed

Sea

0 200
kilometres

Indian
Ocean

Asia

Africa

Map
area

S U D A N

BY JOHN MINER
jminer@lfpress.com

The driver of a minivan  killed
in a crash on Highway 4 Friday
has been identified as Ronalee
Allen, 42, of Seaforth.

A one-year-old passenger in the
van remained in critical condi-
tion at London Health Sciences

Centre yesterday.
The head-on crash between the

van and a commercial stake
truck happened about 2:30 p.m.
just south of Kippen in the
municipality of Bluewater. Allen
was declared dead at the scene. 

The driver of the truck, who
was not injured, has been
charged with careless driving.

DANGEROUS DRIVER NABBED
One woman’s erratic driving was put

to stop a by motorists who phoned it in
to police. OPP in Lambton got calls
reporting a silver Malibu, driving off-
road and forcing other drivers to take
evasive action to avoid head-on colli-
sions, about 6:30 p.m. Friday. The car,
traveling westbound on Highway 81
toward Grand Bend, was spotted and
the female driver was stopped in front
of the Grand Bend OPP station. Police
said there was open liquor in the vehi-
cle. Maja Djukic, 29, of London, was
charged with impaired driving and being
over the legal limit. She is scheduled to
appear in Sarnia court July 14.

FOUR WOMEN HURT IN CRASH
Four women were sent to hospital

after a two-car collision Friday after-
noon in Lambton Shores. Police say a
car carrying four female passengers and
a pickup truck with one male driver
collided at the intersection of Arkona
Road and Bog Line. The four women, all
of London, were taken to Strathroy 
Middlesex general hospital, where two
were treated and released. Two remain
in fair condition. Nicholas Mechalko, 57,
of Lambton Shores, is charged with
careless driving.

policebriefsCity Living 

These Londoners are trying to change the world
Londoners seem determined to

change the world. That was the
underling message, deliberate or
not, at a recent fundraising din-
ner in support of the Jebel Lado
Project. The project is a joint ini-
tiative between the Canadian
Economic Development Assis-
tance for South Sudan (CEDASS),
the government of Sudan and the
tribes living in the Jebel Lado area
outside the city of Juba. 

Organizers raised $50,000 at
last year’s event and are hopeful
that figure will be matched again
this year. However, it will require
much more support to get the
initiative operational. 

David Tennant Sr., president of
the Hampton Group and execu-
tive director of CEDASS, has
become a principle driver behind
this initiative. 

“Africa has always held a fasci-
nation for me. I called Glen Pear-
son and Jane Roy and they took
me over when I went there three
years ago with my church and I
had no idea what I was going to
do there,” Mr. Tennant says.
“When I got off the plane it was
like going back 1,000 years.” 

As a business leader, Mr. Ten-
nant says there was a Canadian
business model that would work
in Africa. 

“As an entrepreneur I was look-
ing at humanitarian aide through
economic development. I literally

stumbled upon gum arabic (a
gum produced by various African
trees and used as a thickener and
stabilizer). This year we’ll ship
1,000 metric tonnes to the sec-
ond largest processor in the
world. The deal is that the pro-
ceeds will go back into the proj-
ect,” Mr. Tennant says. 

“I’ve been there 12 times since
2005 and the thing that amazes
me is that they have all this
arable land, but they’re starving. I
started thinking in terms of
Canada, which was built upon
agriculture so we hit upon the
idea of a research farm. There are
a lot of opportunities in the
south Sudan, but agriculture is
the most accessible. It will need
money, time and expertise. We’ve
brought together an amazing
team and developed a business
plan based on sustainability that
will bring success. We’re doing
everything possible including
having applied for charitable
non-profit status.” 

As the only project of its kind
in the world, the Jebel Lado Pro-
ject aims to establish the first

mechanized farming operation in
southern Sudan. It is bringing
together Canadian farmers, farm
associations, businesspeople and
worldwide agricultural organiza-
tions to teach the Sudanese how
to plant, grow and harvest larger
crops to feed themselves, their
families and, eventually, the
neighbouring city of Juba. 

“Our first phase is $300,000 to
$400,000 to start planting for
next March. It won’t be easy, but
we’re going to try. I think we
have an obligation to give back
and Londoners and Canadians do
it in spades. I am truly blessed,”
Mr. Tennant says. 

Rob Boyer is a member of
CEDASS, owner of ON Communi-
cation Inc. in London and a long-
time farmer here in Ontario. 

“The purpose of our last visit
was to figure out the growing sea-
sons, test the soil, look at options
for irrigation and determine the
best equipment to use. With help
from local farmers here in
Ontario and agricultural organi-
zations worldwide, there’s no rea-
son they can’t be planting their
first crop next March,” Mr. Boyer
says. “Our objective is to feed and
aid the southern Sudanese by cre-
ating an economy that will allow
them to be self-sufficient. We’re
starting from scratch. We’re look-
ing for donations either money
or food. They need everything
and anything.” 

Allan Ssemugenyi is a Ugandan
working with the Child Life Net-

work International helping chil-
dren traumatized by war and
AIDS. His wife Michelle sang the
national anthem during the
recent fundraising dinner and he
had this to say about the Jebel
Lado Project. 

“I believe in what they are
doing and I believe it’s very
important for Londoners to sup-
port this. When you support an
organization like this it goes
directly to support the local peo-

ple,” Mr. Ssemugenyi says. 
Jack Wilkinson is president of

the International Federation of
Agricultural Producers who, upon
completing his term of office this
June, will be joining the Jebel
Lado Project as an advisor. In
addressing the 350 Londoners in
attendance Mr. Wilkinson
described the Jebel Lido Project
as, “a program and philosophy
that will change the world,” and,
“the best opportunity in genera-
tions.” 

Mr. Wilkinson outlines the
importance of this project and
the causes behind the current
worldwide food crisis. 

“For a number of years what

has plagued the world were low
cost grains. It’s not good for farm-
ers in developing countries, or us,
because grain was being exported
at a price lower than African
farmers could produce it. On top
of that were cuts to agricultural
supports by the World Monetary
Fund and the World Bank cut
resources and infrastructure fund-
ing,” Mr. Wilkinson says. 

“Assistance to agriculture has
been going backwards for 20
years. Then 18 months ago in
Europe the farm program was
dropped with a decrease in subsi-
dies and a new focus on bio-
diesel. The United States and
Canadian agriculture markets
were told to find new markets for
their surpluses. The United States
said three years ago that 25 per
cent of fuel must be bio-based by
2015 with a lot of money going
into ethanol production. It made
perfect sense from a policy point
of view. 

“Short time later two droughts
back to back in Australia, weather
problems in the United States
and Europe and the surpluses
evaporated at the same time there
was an increase in demand from
Asia. We’re now in a situation
that has shown how fragile our
food system is now.”

Mr. Wilkinson sees this pro-
gram as a way to export Canadian
ingenuity, creativity and get it
done attitude. 

“What they are trying to do

Ken Kalopsis (left), Jeff Lang, Jack Wilkinson, Dave Tennant Sr. and Rob Boyer presented the Jebel Lado Project to 325 Londoners at an April 22 fundraiser.

By BEN BENEDICT
The Londoner

BEN BENEDICT PHOTO

See PROJECT, page 13

‘I believe in what they
are doing and I believe
it’s very important for
Londoners to support
this.’

‘When people get moti-
vated around a prob-
lem, others will collec-
tively get solved.’
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